RED CANYON - NOTOM ROAD
Rating: Easy Hiking
Length: 3-4 hours (5.5 miles)
Maps: Sandy Creek Benches, UT; Bitter Creek Divide, UT;
Water: None, bring all you need.
Season: Any, hot in summer
Waypoints:
Trailhead

12S 492555mE 4206608mN
N38° 00' 26" W111° 05' 05"

Hype
The Red Canyon hike starts from the Cedar Mesa Campground in Capitol Reef National Park. The
campground offers 5 primitive campsites, with a pit toilet, fire pit, and picnic table. No garbage collection or
water available, but also no fee for staying there.
The hike makes a great early morning or evening outing when camping at the campground, and follows and
old road to Red Canyon and its Wingate Sandstone amphitheater like end. Not a hike that is recommended as
a destination hike, but a great stretch your legs hike if in the area, or if interested in geology.

Tags: hike, family friendly, access: 2wd

Trailhead
Travel east out of Capitol Reef National Park on highway 24. Just past the park, 0.25 miles, is the well signed
Notom road.
Turn south onto Notom Road and reset your odometer. ( 12S 488763mE 4237262mN / N38° 17' 00" W111° 07' 43" )
At 13.6 miles, is the Sandy Creek Junction. Stay right on the Notom road here. ( 12S 493913mE 4217290mN / N38°
06' 12" W111° 04' 10"

)

At 13.9 miles, is the second Sandy Creek Junction. Stay right on the Notom road here. ( 12S 494104mE
4216858mN

/ N38° 05' 58" W111° 04' 02" )

21.2 miles to the Cedar Mesa Campground on the right (west) side of the road. Drive in the
campground, the trail starts at the end of the campground road. ( 12S 492760mE 4206611mN / N38° 00' 26" W111° 04' 57" )
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Route
From the campground, follow the trail/closed road as it heads west. It is easy to follow, though there are a few
side trails to small view points. Staying on the main obvious trail is easy. An hour or so from the trailhead, the
road descends into Red Canyon.
Once in Red Canyon, follow the stream bed up. It has marvelous colors and sculpted cliffs and it cuts through
the sandstone. The trail eventually fades at it nears the headwall of Red Canyon. The area is like a huge
amphitheater with an impressive tower in it. Return the same way.
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