BONNEVILLE SALT FLATS - WENDOVER
Rating: Roadside Attraction
Length: 1+ hours
Maps: TETZLAFF PEAK, UT
Water: None.
Season: Any, hot in summers.
Waypoints:
Bonneville Speedway

12T 255552mE 4516437mN
N40° 45' 45" W113° 53' 46"

Hype
World renowned as the place to set land speed records, Bonneville Salt Flats is a fascinating place to visit.
Though many zoom by on I-80, I highly recommend making the short side trip to experience the salt flats up
close.
The Bonneville Salt Flats encompass an area of 46 square miles. Due to evaporation of historic Lake
Bonneville, the area became covered by a layer of salt. At its center, this layer of salt can be 5 feet thick! It
truly is a salt flat, with the surface being about 90% common table salt.
The salt flats are named after Benjamin Bonneville, who visited the area in the 1830s as an army officer. In
1907 Bill Rishel drove a Pierce-Arrow car onto the salt flats to see if the surface was suitable for cars. His test
was successful and began interest in using the salt flats for land speed records. The first record set on the
flats was by Teddy Tetzlaff in 1914 at 142mph. Rishel and Tetzlaff are, not coincidently, also peaks in the
Silver Island Range to the west named in honor of the salt flat pioneers. The salt flats have become a place
for drivers to test their equipment, skills, and hopefully set a record.
Though known for land speed records, the salt flats are only suitable for racing during dry times of the year.
Particularly in winter and spring (or after heavy rains), the salt crust is too wet and soft to support vehicles.
Visiting in the winter or spring can be a bit of a surreal experience. The salt flats are often under a layer of
water and have a stunning reflective appearance.

Note: There is no camping allowed on the salt flats, but the Silver Island Mountains to the west offer
excellent primitive camping. Aside from a few weeks a year when racing events occur, usually the flats
is a quiet place to visit.

Warning: Do no drive on the salt flats unless you are sure they are dry and can support your
vehicle! There are MANY people that venture onto the salt flats when they are wet. This usually
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ends in a deeply stuck vehicle, expensive recovery bill, and torn up salt flats. Do not be THAT
person!

Tags: roadside, dog friendly, family friendly, beginner, access: paved

Trailhead
The Bonneville Salt Flats are just east of Wendover, UT. From Wendover, travel east on I-80 about 2 miles to
exit 4, It is signed Bonneville Speedway. Once off the freeway, go north. 1.5 miles from the freeway is a Yjunction. Go right here, and continue to the roads end about 3.9 miles from the Y-jct.

Route
The road ends at a turn out surrounded by the salt flats. This is a great spot to have a picnic and wander the
salt flats.
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