MILL CANYON DINOSAUR TRAIL - MOAB
Rating: Roadside Attraction
Length: 1 hour
Maps: Merrimac Butte, UT
Water: None, bring all you need.
Season: Any, hot in summer
Waypoints:
Trailhead

12S 609576mE 4285605mN
N38° 42' 44" W109° 44' 23"

Remnant

12S 609534mE 4285408mN
N38° 42' 38" W109° 44' 25"

Mine

12S 609674mE 4285310mN
N38° 42' 35" W109° 44' 19"

Hype
An outdoor dinosaur museum near Moab? Yup, though don't expect large bones or tracks. The Mill Canyon
Dinosaur Trail is a valley north west of Moab that is home to a large number of dinosaur fossils. The fossils
date back 150 million years when the climate was tropical and supported the large animals. The remains of
the pre-historic animals were fossilized in the Morrison Formation rock layer, which has become exposed over
time.
This is a short roadside attraction that fossil lovers and children will likely enjoy. The fossils are generally small
and blend in with the rock. Those not very interested in dinosaurs will probably be disappointed and want to
skip this one. From the trailhead, a well signed trail follows a cliff band with 15 points of interest.
In addition, just up the hill from the dinosaur fossils, are the remnants of an old copper mill. Copper was mined
in the area in the late 1800's, but due to geography, minimal quantities and fluctuation prices, copper mining
never took off in the area and was soon abandoned. Not much remains of the mine, however following the old
road up the hill to the actual mine site is worth the short side trip, and the colors and minerals in the rock
around the mine are interesting.
This is a very short hike, suitable to most all.
Tags: roadside, dog friendly, family friendly, access: 2wd

Trailhead
Travel north out of Moab about 17 miles on highway 191 to mile post 141.2 and the signed Mill Canyon road
on the left (west) side of the road.
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The first part of the road crosses private land. No stopping, or camping. At 0.6 miles, go left, past a large
trailhead and decent camping. At 1.1 miles, turn right, and follow the road to its end at 1.9 miles. There are
several good designated camp sites along this road, though primitive camping only.

Route
From the trailhead, follow the use trail in a counter-clockwise manner. The different sites are marked and have
interperative signs. Do not touch, climb on, or otherwise damage the fossils.
At the end of the cliff, the trail cuts back east and crosses the wash. The remnants of the copper mine are
here, with the old road cut going up the hill to the mine site proper. 15-20 minutes round trip to the mine and
back.
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